By their very
nature, 5-fiter
Mustangs are the
antithesis of the
slesper. Their
reputation, if not their
unique exhaust tones,
precedes them. To
surprise even the most
Jaded observer you need a
Mustang that won't attract a
second glance—until you rip
off an 11.27 at 120 mph. Of
course, for added effect it helps to
do this with a basic engine—under 310
cubes-without the aid of a power adder
and on garden variety 89 octane pump gas.

traight-line acceleration is a
purely American pursuit and
the backbone of our automo-
tive culture. The foremost
example of our need to get from here to
there before the other guy is embodied in
the rolling art of deception known as the
sleeper. Historically, the sleeper offers few,
if any, visual clues to it's acceleration
prowess. This is often mani-
fested in a vehicle that is
so non-descript that the
driver has no trouble
ambushing unsus-
pecting  victims.
The sleeper is
most  effective
when the plat-

form of choice has absolutely no reputa-
tion for speed or handling, or in any way
was regarded as being pleasing to the eve.
Mundane 4-door cars are probably the
most effective option, although less offen-
sive 2-doors are sometimes chosen simply
because the owner has to stomach his mis-
leading weapon when viewed

from the outside.
Now, it wouldn’t
be completely fair
o label Dave
Lanman's '82
coupe a sleeper. In
purt because it was
*never his intention to
create one in the first
place. And secondly, since

the car does get your attention (even if ini-
tially, for the wrong reason). This car is
however. in one word, deceiving (and you
thought we were going to say something
mean, didn’t you?). While the car’s appear-
ance might occassionally elicit a second
glance, it's less-than-attractive exterior
causes some to underestimate its
ability. And that allows Dave to get
the drop on people. Which may be even
more rewarding than if he hadn't been
noticed in the first place.

As we hinted earlier Dave sort of
stambled onto  this pseudo-sleeper
situation. When he first began building
the car he had every intention of painting it.
But somehow that aspect of the project
kept dropping lower and lower on

EDITORS NOTE: Guys who drive stick cars are a special hreed. They seek solace in the sweet synchrony of left foot and right hand that produces the perfect

powershift. But a select few in this group manage to take it to another level, These are the guys we wanna hang out with. They're hardcore. They're inspiring. They live to shift.
And they don’t necessarily have to drive fast cars to be cool. So, from time to time we'll be bringing you their stories, Stories about racers we like to call, 5{tlick Guys Like Us.

94

MUSCLE MUSTANGS & FAST FORDS



Carefully chosen aftermarket parts combine with
a basic hot rodding approach o make this car
work. The factory ram air system breathes
through a K&N fifter while an aluminum radiator,
Black Magic electric fan and Quickie Racing
Quick Cooler handle the cooling chores. Early
homemade torque strap fashioned from cable
and turnbucide has since been updated. An ‘88
rolier shorit-block with aluminum GT-40 heads
and Edelbrock Victor Jr. intake once propelled
this coupe to high 11s at 114 mph. These days a
DSS Bullett short is topped by Fox Lake-ported
Twisted Wedge heads and a Weiand Stealth
intake to record low 11s at 120-plus.

TECH. SPECS

) m_m — 1982 Mustang
OWNER — Dave Lanman
'ENGINE — 308 DSS Bullet short- hlock

CYLINDER HEADS — TFS Twisted Wedge
with an Lake Stage | porting - !

CAMSHAFT — Gomp Cams hydraullc roller;
544/, 576, 23W244 @ 050, 110 Inta_separatmn

llI)I:KERs FRP roller, 1.6 ratio
GUMPRESSIDII RATIO — 9.6:1

CARB — Hmley 650 HP Double Pumper il
INTAKE — Weiand Steaith
IGNITION — Ford Duraspark with

- MSD 6AL and 2-step rev limiter

i DlS‘I‘HIﬂiITlm — Ford Duraspark

.TIMIIIG - 32 degrees total 1L
FUEL SYSTEI'.‘I — Holley “blug” pump {pn 12-

the priority list. “My need for speed over-  to this whole cosmetic quandary, As co-
powered my need for a paint job,” he said.  owner of H.OQ. Fibertrends, Dave and his
“Plus, people kept asking when [ was going  partner Jim Wickline create some of the
to paint it. Ulimately, both factors con-  nicest fiberglass hoods around. They're | | g
tributed to the delay.” best known for designing and building the 'gﬁh:ﬂuomsuw froohbom 02 Aeroqum
Of course, there is an added bit of rony ~ factory hoods for the '95 Cobra R EXHAUST — MAC 192" [nng tubes 21 ’,z

DynoMax Super Turbo muffiers 4
TRANS — Pro-shifted T-5 with Liberty gears
by Blue Oval Performance {Lancaster, Ohio}
SHIFTER — OEM SVO Mugta_ng by Hurst
GLUTCH — FRP heavy duty
FLYWHEEL — FRP billet
BELLHOUSING — Lakewood blowproof -~
DHI'IIESHnFr FHP alumlnum s bt b
REAR —8.8 with spool
GEARS — 4.56
| | AXLES — 31 spline FRP T
- SUSPENSION — Aerospace Components disc
- brakes, Koni drag struts, D&D coil-overs, front;
- Hal adj. shocks, Steeda aluminum lower con-
“trol arms, Metco adj, upper arms, Jamex drag
springs, rear Roll Bar/Chassis — 6-point by
Larry Pope; HP Motorsport subframes
SWAY BARS — '94 GT tubular rear (7 Ibs.
lighter);
front removed
LUBRICANTS — Valvoline 10W-30 synthetic,
engine; Mobil 1 75W-90
gear lube, trans & rear |
TIRES — 26" M/T ET front, Hoosier 289 rear
WHEELS Bart Econo Drag, 15x3.5 frorﬂ
16x10 rear
WEIGHT — 2, 960 1nc| dfl\rer

The dash-mounted MSD Shift Lite and the Line-Loc button, if noticed, might raise some | | LAUNCH RPM — 6000
suspicion, but between the water drenched heel pad (it snowed the day we shot these SHIFT RPM — 6500
photos), the string securing the passenger window in place and the overall drab nature BEST 60 FOOT — 1.54
of this interior you'd never guess this car is fast. Today, a 6-point rolf bar eliminates the BEST ET/MPH — 11.27/120. ; J
stealth angle, but protects Dave and keeps the tech man happy. \ i 12
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LOCKED
FOR GOOD

The Only Threaded Fastener
Guaranteed To Never Loosen

([t 1= tifrmi]
See your dealer or call:
800 843-7836

+ Oblivious to vibration & heat
- Installs easily in seconds
« Vfisually inspectable & reusable

www.stage8.com
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One of the perks of owning a company that manufactures fiberglass hoods (H.O. Fibertrends,
Asheville, Ohio} is the ability to create a one-off carbon fiber lid for yourself. Based on the time
and trouble involved we doubt you could convince Dave to make one for your car. Sorry.

During its stint as an active dally driver Dave never went anywhere without being prepared for

a trip to the strip. Single skinny served double duly as a spare while the muffler box held the
tools. Rear mount battery adds needed weight over right rear tire.

Mustang. And while Dave’s coupe does
sport a one-of-a-kind carbon fiber hood
that he whipped up in his spare time, those
aware of his talents might hold his carto a
higher standard.

Regardless of the car’s unfinished con-
dition, one question keeps coming to mind.

Is it worse 1o drive a fast car with a shabby
or unfinished exterior. or one with a gleam-
ing paint job when the color isn’t consid-
ered the most masculine? The reason we
bother to ask is because, although Dave's
car might appear to be white, it was facto-
ry-finished in a lesser-known color called
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. ERFORMANCE PARTS, INC.

CLASSIFIED

SPECIAL SERVICE (POLICE)
MUSTANG PARTS

cone Hose Set.......599.99
g Fan Cluteh .covivennne $99.99
ifferential Housing Bushings ...
140 & 160 mph Speedometers Rt $Call
. Front and Rear Control Arms..
- Engine Oil Cooler Kit ... T
130 & 150 Amp Alternator Kits ........... §Call

Caoolant Flow Restrictors .. .$19.99
Dealer BroChures ....,..ciiiioneiiiimiiieniin 3Call
WHBEIS Loocesiseeeces oo $Call

“Police Interceptor” Decklid Emblems..$19.99
“Police Interceptor” Window Decals.....$2.50
“Police Interceptor” Valve Gover Decals...$5.00
“Ford Police Vehicles” Window Decals ..$10.00

“Ford Police Vehicles" Door Decals........... $Call
“FPY" Wheel Airvalve Cap Set ..............517.99
Large Interior Map Lights...................559.99

SPECIALS

23-Tooth Speedo Gears...514.99
1994-00 GT Foglight Kit..$149.99
1994-00 Cabra Foglights.......$49.99
987-93 GT/Cobra Hella Foglights ,.549.99
8.8" Traction-Lok Rebuild Kits............$89.99
1980-93 Power Door Lock Actuators.$49.99
. 1979-83 Floorpan Reinforcerment.....$29.89
: 1983-86 140 mph Speedometers.....$159.99
- 1979-93 HD Engine Mounts ............ $79.99
4. 5,0L Brass Terminal'd Distributor Cap
& Rotor Set... 4.99
“SUPERCHARGED" Emblems .. 519 99
“5.8" Fender
Emblems ....519.99
Mabil 1 Ol FIII
- Emblems.....$19.99
- GT-40P Iron Heads
_from $99.99
1979-93 TTop & Conv.
eatherstripping .....$Call
1986-93 5.0L Motorcraft
“EXPORT" High-Valume
Water Pumps
..579.99
Call
703-742-6207
Today!!!

KONI

¢ Call for the BEST PRICES
- anywhere on any KONI high
performance adjustable strut &
“shock application! 703-742-6207

COBRA PARTS

1994-00 Brembo 13" Front Brake Rotors.$89.99

Intakes... ...5Call
“R" Power Steenng Cooler.... 579.09
1994-95 Engine il Cooler T S— $GCall
Wheels, Including “R" .. ....5Call
“Snake" Ol Fill Cap.... .519.99

1993 and 1996-98 Intake Emblems.. $29.99
1994-95 “COBRA’ Lettered

Belts & Hoses... SCall
1994-00 “Snake” Grille Emblem .. $34 99
1994-00 “Snake” Bra .. $129.99
“Snake" Dashboard Emblem.........,.‘..$14.99

“Snake" Key Chains & Money Clips ...$19.99
1995 “R" “Red" Ignition Wires..........$89.99
1993 or 1995 "R" Radio Delete Plate ..$27.99
1993 “R" Antennae Delete Plate........$16.99
1995 “R" Lower H. D. Distributor Cap ... $39.99
1993-95 “R" Coolant Degas Bottle ..., $34.99

1993-85 "R" Build Sheets...................5Call
1993-98 "Soft" Struts, Shocks,
Springs and Swaybars........,.,..,...,......$Cafl

1993-95 “R" Springs....
Fender “Snake" ...

1999-00 “SVT GOBRA' Emblem .
1993 Hatch "COBRA" ..
Chrome Hatch “COBRA’ .
1993 EEC-IV Processor .. = ;
“SVT" Emblem . .$13.09
1995 “R" Underdrive Alternator Pulley $19.99
“COBRA" or “Snake"-logo Floormats. $54.99
1993 Underdrive Pulley Set.... ..$89.99
Leather Patklng Brake Handls .

.$249.99

Indy Emblem .. $19,99
Indy Decals .. . ...589.99
Leather Shifter Knob .. ..$39.99

1996-98 Valve Cover Slgnature Decals. .514.99
1894-98 Leather Shifter Boot...........§148.99

Exhaust... .......$Cal|
Body Facia... U {0F:
“Ford Spec:al Vehicles Team SVT”
Emblem... .$39.99
Lots & Lots More @ 703-742-6207!
RESTORATION PARTS

We carry a full line of NOS and reproduction
restoration parts and accessonies for all
1979-00 specialty Mustangs including Pace
Cars, Cobras, S¥0s and more! - 703-742-6207

Performance Parts, Inc.

Performance Parts, Inc. offers the most diverse range of parts
and accessories for 1979-00 Mustangs. Everything from high
performance components to restoration parts are included in
our 10+ page parts catalog, available for $2.00 by malil:

Performance Parts, Inc.
13120 Lazy Glen Court,
ak Hill, VA 20171-2326

703-742-6207

or on our internet site: www.mustangparts.com

20% AESTOCKING CHARGE ON ACCEFTABLE RETURNS WITHIN 10 DAYS.
NO RETURNS ON ELECTRICAL PARTS. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

98

GO-BOAT

Pastel Vanilla. Not to be confused of
course, with Medium Vanilla, also
available in 1982. Now, one could argue
that in the testosterone-laden realm of high
performance cars such a name could
undenmine a racers image. (Yeah, that’s
my mean ol’ Mustang over yonder, The
Pastel Vanilla *82.) On the other hand, it's
easy to appreciate how such a situation
could disarm a neanderthal gearhead,
allowing you to not only blow his doors
off, but further shatter his already fragile
ego in the process. We like it.

Apparently, so does Dave. His original
intention was to paint this car red, to dupli-
cate @ previous Mustang of his. But he
soon realized that he had never seen anoth-
er Pastel Vanilla Mustang at the track. And
when this one is complete he figures it will
be one-of-a-kind.

To his credit Dave doesn’t take the sit-
uation too seriously. As evidenced by his
answers to particular questions on the
MM&FF tech sheet. In response to the
question, “Who painted the car?’, Dave
answered, “Ford. What were they think-
ing?" When asked if the body was modi-
fied, and how, he offered the following
explanation, “Slight rust and custom door
dings.” And while the tech sheet is of uni-
versal design, so we can cull information
on Mustangs that have been modified in
myriad ways, Dave, instead of skipping
over the next line seemed to enjoy stop-
ping to answer the query about which
shows the car had won by boldly asking us
a simple question, “Are you kidding?”

In case youre still wondering
why we chose to feature what some
might term an “ugly” car, we simply
offer the three following words:
attitude, approach and results. This car has
run as quick as 11.27 at 120 mph using a
308-inch DSS Bullet short-block, a
hydraulic roller cam and mildly ported
TES Twisted Wedge heads. Except for the
recent additions of a coil-over front sus-
pension and Aerospace Components front
brakes there are no high-tech or high-dol-
lar parts on the car. Anyone with an aver-
age budget could attain this level of per-
formance. In fact, the car ran solid 11.50s
at 118 mph before the brakes and suspen-
sion were added. And all these numbers
were run using 89 octane pump gas.

Pretty car or not, Dave is having
a blast, whether he’s embarrassing
Vette guys on the street or blowing away
big-tired, big-block-powered, race-chas-
sised cars at the track. Can you imagine
what he'd accomplish if he ever chose o
build a “race” engine? #jm~
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